During the last decade, ERC has become essential for the scientific capacity building within the
European universities. The ERC-research initiatives are characterized by the search for bright ideas,
independent thinking, scientific excellence, leading to theoretical as well as application oriented
results, easily accessible and transferable to younger generations. Thanks to this approach, ERC
contributes substantially to the strong position of the European universities in the worldwide
competition. Together, ERC and universities are building a promising future in frontier research, which
will be vital to secure our prosperity and long term competitiveness of our European society. Now,
more than ever, a strong ERC is the best guarantee for a strong EU with healthy citizens, a thriving
economy and a strong social ecosystem.
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